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FORT WORTH OPERA’S EDUCATIONAL CHILDREN’S OPERA THEATRE PROGRAM
ENTERTAINED THOUSANDS OF MESQUITE ISD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENTS

AT THE MUSIC HALL AT FAIR PARK IN DALLAS LAST WEEK

Fort Worth Opera presented two performances of Three Pigs Remix to 3,400 students on Friday, January 24, 2020
 

FORT WORTH, TX — Fort Worth Opera (FWO) recently partnered with Mesquite Independent School District for the 
second season in a row, to bring the company’s educational outreach initiative, Children’s Opera Theatre (COT), to 
The Music Hall at Fair Park in Dallas this past week for two performances of Michael Ching’s Three Pigs Remix.   This 
heartwarming, 30-minute opera, is based on the classic folktale about three friends who work together in the face of 
adversity. Remix One features an inspirational message of collaboration. Remix Two flips the story on its head and teaches 
students that structure and order are better than chaos. Remix Three advises students to “read smart,” “think smart,” share 
with others, and take care of one another when times get rough. Each COT performance consists of elaborate storybook 
sets, colorful costumes, fully-staged acting, singing and choreography.

The Children’s Opera Theatre ensemble is made up of eight professionally trained opera singers known collectively as 
the FWO Studio Artists, with the addition of Charlene Lotz, Head of Music Staff, at the piano. COT not only performs for 
20 to 30 Title I schools within the city of Fort Worth each year, but it has expanded its educational outreach to other cities 
across the great state of Texas. The program continues to grow, and during Fort Worth Opera’s 2018-2019 fiscal year, the 
FWO Studio Artists gave a total of 85 performances to DFW schools and venues, serving a total of 28,798 students.

School districts generally rent a larger facility in a centrally located venue to bus students in from each of the elementary 
schools within their school district. This allows between 500 and 3,000 students the opportunity to be served within a single 
performance. While COT typically performs at individual schools, Friday’s performances at The Music Hall of Fair Park 
were presented to 3,400 elementary children in one of Dallas’ most popular performance venues. For many students, this 
will be the first introduction to opera and classical music they have ever experienced. 

ABOUT FORT WORTH OPERA: Founded in 1946, Fort Worth Opera is the oldest continually-performing opera company in Texas, and one of the 14 
oldest opera companies in the United States. The organization has received national acclaim from critics and audiences alike for its artistic excellence. 
Beginning in 2017, Fort Worth Opera launched the second phase of its landmark, 10-year Opera of the Americas initiative with Noches de Ópera (Nights 
of Opera), a groundbreaking campaign that introduces powerful operas, each reflecting the diverse cultures of American audiences.

Fort Worth Opera is sponsored in part by awards from The Arts Council of Fort Worth & Tarrant County, The City of Fort Worth, and the Texas Commission 
on the Arts. Additional Fort Worth Opera sponsors include: the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation; the Amon G. Carter Foundation; American Airlines; Visit 
Fort Worth; Autobahn; Crystelle Waggoner Charitable Trust, Bank of America, Trustee; Web Maddox Trust, J.P. Morgan Chase, Trustee; the Sid W. 
Richardson Foundation, Arts and Culture Texas Magazine; and many others. 
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