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FORT WORTH OPERA PROUDLY ANNOUNCES
RELAXED PERFORMANCES

FOR CHILDREN WITH SENSORY DIFFERENCES

FORT WORTH, TX — Fort Worth Opera (FWO) continues to foster a friendly, calm, and supportive environment 
for audience members with autism spectrum conditions, Asperger’s syndrome, Down syndrome, Tourette’s, 
communication impairments, learning disabilities, and those with sensory differences.  Beginning with the company’s 
first performance on Saturday, April 27, 2019, at R4 Foundation, some elements of our Children’s Opera Theatre 
productions were modified to reduce anxiety and stress. With Relaxed Performances, FWO continues to create a more 
accessible space for all to enjoy opera. 
During these modified performances, the house lights do not come up and down, doors remain open, singers’ sound levels 
are adjusted, and the company provides noise cancelling headphones, doodling pads, and chew bracelets. Audience 
members can get up and move around the space, eat snacks, make noise and clap without worrying about being too 
loud. After all, opera is about expressing yourself. Children can also leave the space to take a break and a designated 
quiet area is available as well. On Tuesday, October 15, 2019, at 8:30 AM, families will get to experience and enjoy an 
inclusive opera performance of Three Pigs Remix at The Ramp Church of Texas, 5430 Miller Ave, Fort Worth, TX 76119. 
Performing opera for children with special needs and their families is a revolutionary concept. “Relaxed Performances 
are one important way to ensure our audiences are inclusive and that our opera performances are fun for all. As the first 
opera company in the United States, we at Fort Worth Opera are proud that Texas is leading the way to more inclusive 
audiences,” said General Director Tuomas Hiltunen.
Fort Worth Opera is honored to partner with R4 Foundation, The British Council, Red Oak Foundation, My Health My 
Resources (MHMR) of Tarrant County and Board Certified Music Therapist Debbie Dacus for Relaxed Performances. 
We look forward to nourishing these partnerships as we continue to reach out into our great city and remind audiences 
that opera and the arts are for everyone. General Director of Fort Worth Opera, Tuomas Hiltunen, and Sheran Goodspeed-
Keyton, Manager of Education and Community Engagement, will continue to work closely with Fort Worth ISD special 
education departments and local organizations throughout Tarrant County to provide appropriate training for Fort Worth 
Opera staff and performers, as this empowering program evolves in the years ahead.

ABOUT THREE PIGS REMIX
Three little pigs. One big, bad wolf. Three exciting outcomes. Fort Worth Opera is proud to present Michael Ching’s 
delightful “remix” of the classic folktale about three friends who work together in the face of adversity. Remix One features 
an inspirational message of collaboration. Remix Two flips the story on its head and teaches students that structure and 
order are better than chaos. Remix Three advises students to “read smart,” “think smart,” share with others, and take care 
of one another when times get rough. Three Pigs Remix – which teaches empathy, listening and understanding other’s 
point of view – is the perfect introduction to opera and reading for children and their families.

ABOUT FORT WORTH OPERA: Founded in 1946, Fort Worth Opera is the oldest continually-performing opera company in Texas, and one of the 14 
oldest opera companies in the United States. The organization has received national acclaim from critics and audiences alike for its artistic excellence. 
Beginning in 2017, Fort Worth Opera launched the second phase of its landmark, 10-year Opera of the Americas initiative with Noches de Ópera (Nights 
of Opera), a groundbreaking campaign that introduces powerful operas, each reflecting the diverse cultures of American audiences.

Fort Worth Opera is sponsored in part by awards from The Arts Council of Fort Worth & Tarrant County, The City of Fort Worth, and the Texas Commission 
on the Arts. Additional Fort Worth Opera sponsors include: the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation; the Amon G. Carter Foundation; American Airlines; Visit 
Fort Worth; Autobahn; Crystelle Waggoner Charitable Trust, Bank of America, Trustee; Web Maddox Trust, J.P. Morgan Chase, Trustee; the Sid W. 
Richardson Foundation, Arts and Culture Texas Magazine; and many others. 
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